
 
E xemption for trailers  with s liding bogies ”/ extendible trailers  
 
T his  exemption s ays : 
18.       T railers  with s liding bogies .    E xempt if it is  not pos s ible for 
practical reas ons  to comply with requirements  as  to the fitting of 
s ideguards  when the trailer is  in the extended pos ition. (F ull compliance 
is  only required in the fully clos ed pos ition).  
  
A  trailer with a s liding bogey is  als o called an “extendible trailer”. O nly 
the courts  can give a definitive interpretation of a matter of law but the 
O rder Making Authoritative (T rans port for L ondon, L ondon C ouncils  and 
Heathrow Airport L imited) have agreed to provide the following as  
guidance as  to how the above “E xtendible T railer E xemption” (“the 
exemption”) should currently be interpreted and applied:   
  
1.         T he exemption only applies  to extendible trailers  and only to that 
element of the trailer that extends  beyond its  minimum pos ition i.e. when 
it is  not in the fully “clos ed” pos ition.  T hat element is  referred to as  the 
“extens ion”.   
2.         When the trailer is  in its  fully clos ed pos ition then the trailer mus t 
comply with all the applicable requirements  of regulation 51 (4) and (5) 
of the R oad Vehicles  (C onstruction and Us e) R egulations  1986 (S I 1986/ 
1078 as  amended), including the dimens ional requirements  lis ted in 
regulation 51 (5)(d) to (g). 
3.         When the trailer is  in an “open” pos ition (i.e. extended to a length 
greater than its  minimum) then the extens ion need not comply with 
regulation 51 (5)(d) to (g) as  it is  recognis ed that it is  currently not 
practicable to do so. 
  
T he O rder Making Authorities  will keep the pos ition under review in light 
of future technical advances . 
 




